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This is the story of Irish emigration and two cousins who were from families that had 
originally come to the UK from Ireland to find work and escape “the troubles”. 
 
Dennis Reynolds and Catherine Carolan were married in Kingscourt, County Cavan in 1857.  
Their children were: 
 
Bernard (b:  1864) who eventually went to America and settled in New York 
 
Dennis (1867 – 1948) who married Margaret Rogers in County Meath in 1893 and came to 
England before 1894 
 
Bridget and Catherine, twins, one born on 14th January and one on 15th January, 1869 
 
Francis (1874 – 1945) who married Rose in 1896 and travelled to England around 1905 
 
James (b:  1866), Margaret (b:  1868), John (b:  1871), James (b:  1875), Mary (b: 1876) 
 
Dennis and Francis both had sons named Dennis who fought in the First World War. 
 
The first Dennis, born in Tottington, was the son of Margaret (nee Rogers) and Dennis 
Reynolds, a bricklayer originally from Kingscourt - Cavan, Ireland.  The family were Catholic, 
the father Dennis having been baptized within the diocese of Meath.(36) 
 
Dennis was the second of five children noted in the 1901 census.  The family was living at 
46-44 Watling Street, Tottington.(1) 

 
John, born 7th April 1894 
Dennis, born 25th April 1895 
Thomas, born 10th August 1896 
Dominic, born 3rd March 1899 
Joshua, born 1901 

 
The four eldest boys were enrolled in the Wesleyan Methodist Church School, Edgworth in 
1905, when they were living at 383 Bury Road, Tottington.  Father Dennis was noted as 
being a “Quarryman”.  Records show that the children were excused religious instruction.(36) 



By the 1911 census, the family have moved to Vale Mill Cottage in Turton, with reference 
only to mother Margaret being in residence and three of the sons remaining;  John, Dennis 
and Thomas (four other children are noted to have died).   Dennis is a ‘cotton spinning side 
creeler’ and given his address, this was presumably at Spring Vale Mill in Turton Bottoms.(1)   
 
Although not at home, Dennis’s father can be traced in this census as boarding with a Mrs 
Annie McGinty and her daughter Ellen in Tottington (1)  
 
There is a record of Margaret Reynolds dying in 1913 in Bury and she was buried in the 
graveyard at St. Anne’s Turton.(3)  Dennis Reynolds married Annie McGinty in 1914, at 
Bury(36). 
 

 
Service History 
 
Dennis joined the 9th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (Service Number: 17280) 
as a Private and was already in France in September 1915.(2) 

 

Existing records relating to what went on beyond this during his service contain only the one 
fact - that Dennis “died of wounds” on the 1st August 1916.(2) 

 
To understand more about his experience, we have sought excerpts from the 9th Battalion’s 
War Diaries - July 1916, shortly before Dennis died.  These describe the enormous losses 
suffered during the Battle of the Somme.  On the morning of 7th July in an attack on Ovillers 
and trenches near the Pozieres Road, they came under intense bombardment and on this 
date alone, recorded the loss of 76 men, with a further 335 casualties / wounded and 24 
missing.  
 
“Though casualties were somewhat heavy and in spite of heavy and continuous shelling 
the line was improved and consolidated and held until the Battalion was relieved on the 
10th July”.   
 
Shortly after, on 16th July an attack at 2 am on enemy trenches NE of Ovillers resulted in 2 
deaths, 2 wounded and 2 missing.  The Battalion moved to Beaval and on the 30th July, were 
in trenches at Beaumont-Hamel.  Casualties on this day were 5 wounded, 1 of which was 
accidentally self-inflicted.  Dennis himself is among this number somewhere and was taken 
to Heilly Clearing Station, since this is where he is buried. (21) 

 
The purpose of a Clearing Station was intended to be short-term, either to treat soldiers and 
facilitate their return to duty or to act as a short-term holding station before being 
evacuated to a Base Hospital. 
 
Heilly Station was the location for the 36th Casualty Clearing Station from April 1916; it being 
approximately 15 km back from the front line and with a pre-existing train stop.  By July 
1916, a further two medical units operated from here, but conditions were still becoming 
unmanageable, as described here; 
 



“In July 1916, during the first days of the Battle of the Somme, the CCSs at Heilly were 
closest to the battlefield, but the last on the route taken by ambulance trains on their 
journey taking casualties back to hospital. They admitted thousands of men during those 
first few days, but the shortage of trains meant that no casualties could be evacuated for 
more than 72 hours.  During that time, the death toll at Heilly was so great, that to save 
time and space, men were often buried on top of each other, three to a grave.” (16) 
 
 

 
 
 
“Wounded British troops on a hospital train leaving for the base at Heilly, September 1916” 
©IWM (Q1258) 
 
Dennis was buried at Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-L’Abbe, Somme.  His grave position 
is 11.E.54 and the headstone is shared with another soldier.  This is in keeping with the fact 
that the burials at this cemetery were  
 
“carried out under extreme pressure and many of the graves are either too close together 
to be marked individually, or they contain multiple burials” (15).   
 
A slight anomaly exists in the fact that the Graves Registration Report Form states the date 
of death as 31st July 1916, a day earlier than the official index, but in every other respect, 
including the headstone, the date is given as 1st August 1916. 
 
Dennis was awarded the British Victory Medal and War Medal.  In addition, he also received 
the 1914/15 Star meaning that he had seen active service before the end of 1915 and was 
not a conscript.  
 



The Index Card specifies a qualifying date for this medal as being 24th September 1915 – the 
date he first entered service in France.(2) 

 
According to the Army Register of Soldiers’ Effects, a War Gratuity was paid which went to 
Bridget, his Aunt on his father’s side.  Ordinarily, gratuities were paid initially to the next of 
kin, which would suggest Dennis was unmarried.  What is slightly peculiar here is that we 
have found reference to his father still being alive at this time.  His father died in Bury, aged 
78 in September 1948.   
 
Dennis is named on the War Memorial at St Anne’s Church, Turton.   (35). 
 
 

 
 

Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt L-Abbe, Somme (15) 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Dennis’s gravestone at Heilly Station Cemetery 

 
The grave was visited in 2015 by children from Edgworth – Rebecca, Alice and Elizabeth 
Parkinson who sowed seeds on behalf of the ‘Edgworth Pals’ WW1 project group (20). 
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The second Reynolds family arrived in Turton around 1905.  Relatives say that they were 
escaping the troubles in Ireland.  The head of this family was Francis, married to Rose. 
 
The 1911 Census tells us that the family consisted of Francis, born 1874 in Kingscourt, 
County Cavan who worked as a “Rockgetter” in a stone quarry and that they were living at 
56 Birches Road.(1) 

 
His wife Rose was born in 1878 in Nobber, County Meath and died in 1927, buried in St. 
Anne’s Turton. 
 

Dennis, born 24th July 1896 in Nobber, a Piecer at a cotton mill 
Dominick born 17th November 1897, Nobber, a Piecer, died 1979 and buried in St. 
Anne’s, Turton 
Patrick, Born 15th December 1899, Nobber, at school 
Bernard, born 20th March 1903, Nobber 
Catherine, born 1905, Nobber 
Mary, born 1907 in Turton 
Teddy (Edward) born 1910, Turton, died 1936 and buried in St. Anne’s, Turton 

 
The four oldest boys attended the Wesleyan Methodist Church School in 1906 and were 
living at 12 Birches Road, which infers that the family came to England in 1905/1906.(36) 

 
Although Dennis fought in the war, no records can be found.  What is known is that he was 
brought home on a cart, badly wounded and that he married the girl who nursed him.  
Eventually he went to live in St. Helens.  Records suggest that he married Margaret 
McKinsey in 1926 in Bury and they had a daughter, Catherine Mary Rose in 1926 in St. 
Helens, Lancashire.  (17,36) 

 
The most likely possibility appears to be: 
 
Dennis Reynolds, (4004, 37802, 15076), King’s Own Liverpool Regiment, Leinster Regiment 
and Royal Dublin Fusiliers.  Enlisted on 8th April 1916, discharged with wounds on 5th January 
1918, and granted a Silver War Badge.   
 
A picture of Dennis has been provided by a relative.  It appears to have been taken whilst on 
active service as his boots are scuffed and his general appearance suggests he has just come 
out of the trenches.  He is wearing spurs and a bandolier, which means he was involved with 
horses in some way.  His cap badge appears to be that of an Irish Regiment, (it seems to 
include a celtic harp) but has not been identified.  However, it is not the Leinster Regiment 
nor the Royal Dublin Fusiliers.  Soldiers were moved from one regiment to another fairly 
regularly. 
 
The name Dennis also appears as Denis.  The family has been extensively researched and 
more information is available on application. 
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