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Unfortunately Frank is a mystery.  There are no traces of a Frank or Francis Sharples in the 
census records for Turton for 1911, 1901 or previous years.(1)   

 

He is wearing the “utility” uniform, which suggests that he either volunteered late in the 
war or was conscripted.  The standard uniform in August 1914 was the 1902 Pattern Service 
Dress which included two elements – rifle patches on the shoulder and pleats on the 
pockets.  As the war continued demand for uniforms grew.  The “utility” uniform was 
introduced from the end of 1914 onwards without the rifle patch and pleats, which 
simplified manufacture, saved material and helped to speed up production. (16) 

 



Frank has reached the rank of Lance Corporal, as can be seen by the stripe shown on his 
arm, so this picture must have been taken some time after he enlisted.  It appears to have 
been taken in a field rather than in a studio.  Maybe its purpose was to show off the fact 
that he had been promoted to Lance Corporal.  Frank does not appear on any local war 
memorial so we assume he survived, although there is no record of him in Tillotson’s 
Directory of 1932 for Turton.(9)  Nor is there any record of him in Turton on the 1939 
Register.(36) 

 
One possibility could be Francis Sharples, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (No. 11948) 
enlisted 15th June 1915 and demobilised 21st May 1919 shown on the medal roll index.(2) 

 
Another could be Lance Corporal Frank Ernest Sharples of the King’s Liverpool Regiment – 
the only Lance Corporal of that name on the website (242005)(17) but the census records 
indicate that he was in Hull in 1911 and previously in Liverpool, so no Edgworth connection 
can be established.(1) 

 
He does appear to be wearing a wedding ring, which in itself would have been quite unusual 
at that time, but records of marriages of a Frank Sharples to Ann Hart in 1912 and Fanny Kay 
in 1913 – both in Bolton - do not reveal any Edgworth connection.(18) 
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