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This picture is labelled Anthony Shaw, but the only Anthony Shaw who appears in the 1911 
census living in Turton would have been 44 years old in 1914 (beyond the age limit for 
volunteering and conscription), although that did not stop everyone (see biography of 
William Cooper and Orrell Whitehead).  The man in the photo does not appear to be that 
old.   
 



The photo seems to have been taken outside a tent and close inspection of the hands shows 
that they are quite dirty.  Was this picture taken on active duty?  The photograph shows 
someone with a uniform of the type that was issued early in the war.  The standard uniform 
in August 1914 was the 1902 Pattern Service Dress which included two elements – rifle 
patches on the shoulder and pleats on the pockets.  This uniform was phased out from the 
end of 1914.  The man in the photograph is wearing this type of uniform and was probably 
an early volunteer.(16) 

 

Family History(1) 

 
Anthony Barrossa Shaw was born in Darwen in 1870.  He appears in the 1891 census living 
at Redearth Road, Darwen, with three brothers and three sisters.  They all had creative 
names:  Benson Clark, Llewellyn Bunting, Arthur W, Hannah Alice, Lydia Maria and Mary. 
(Barossa was the name of a battle in the Peninsular War and a place name in Australia). 
 
In 1901 Anthony is married and living at 11 The Hillock, Mount Pleasant(1) 

 
In the 1911 census he is living at Top o’th Steps, Holly Bank, Entwistle.  He was the 
Timekeeper at Know Mill and had also been a scoutmaster.(1,14) 

 
He was married to Margaret Agnes Forrester at Blackburn in 1897 and had three sons(17) 

 
John William   b:  1901, Edgworth 
Edwin   b:  1905, Entwistle 
Spencer  b:  1908, Entwistle 

 
 
The Entwistle memorial lists a JW Shaw as having “served”, but does not mention A Shaw, 
which would have been the case if A Shaw had served.  There is no other Shaw family 
recorded in Entwistle at the time, so it is assumed that this was John William Shaw. – 
Anthony’s son.   John William was probably born in Q3 of 1900(3), so would only have been 
14 at the outbreak of the war.  There were no other children of the marriage and no 
evidence that Anthony had been married before. 
 
It would appear that the photograph is not Anthony but there is a possibility that it could be 
John William Shaw.  The cap badge shows that he was in the Welsh Fusiliers - there was a 
John W Shaw in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers – No 56112, but no service record exists so there 
is nothing to tie him in with our John Shaw.  The medal roll shows that this person did not 
serve in a theatre of war before the end of 1915 and that he was initially in the South 
Staffordshire Regiment.(2)  John William definitely served as evidenced by the Entwistle War 
Memorial.  Could the photograph have been taken to show a change of regiment? 
 
The picture below shows the Hob Lane Football Club in 1929 – 30.  Anthony Shaw is the old 
man with white hair on the left.  Spencer and Edwin, Anthony’s younger sons (too young to 
serve) are on the front row.  They both have dark hair similar to the man in the photograph.  
Maybe the Barlow photo is John William.  He wouldn’t have been the first to lie about his 
age. 
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Research:   Derek Ramsden, Linda Spencer 

 

Standard references:   1, 2, 3, 14, 30 

 
16 http://www.loyalregiment.com/photo-identification/ 
17 www.findmypast.co.uk – marriages 
18 Hob Lane FC – Edgworth Gazette and Herald, 24th May 1985 
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