
William Shaw 
(1899-1969) 

 
 
William Shaw was born 27th January 1899 in Bradfield, South Yorkshire Peak District, a 
village on the outskirts of Sheffield which by the way, has the distinction of being the largest 
parish in England, appears to be an orphan or similar, as the first we know of him from 
records shows him living at 9 Mount Pleasant, Edgworth(1, 2) with Mrs Barnes, his Guardian; 
having previously lived with Frank Wood, 14 Moncrieffe Street, Bolton, his former Guardian.  
(See also biography for Jim Nelson). 
 

War Record(2) 

 
William Shaw enlisted at Bolton 13th January 1917 at the age of 17 to the 15th Loyal North 
Lancashire training reserve battalion (Reg No 30857), listing his occupation as a piecer at a 
local mill (2).  He then underwent a long period of training before he finally landed in France 
in July 1918.  During this period he was moved continuously between Regiments and had a 
two month period of illness with Rheumatic Fever. 
 
2nd March 1917:  Mobilised as a Lewis Gunner with regiment now changed to 234 Infantry 
Battalion Welsh Regiment.  
 
25th November 1917:  Changed to 52nd Graduated Battalion, Welsh Regiment.. 
 

“52nd (Graduated) Battalion, Welsh Regiment 
 
Up to 27 October 1917, this was known as 234th Graduated Battalion and had no 
regimental affiliation. Before that it had been 65th Battalion of the Training 
Reserve and up to September 1916 had been the 14th (Reserve) Battalion of the 
South Wales Borderers. A training unit based at herringfleet, it was part of 205th 
Brigade in 68th Division. Moved to Lowestoft in winter 1917-18 and by May 1918 
was at Saxmundham.”(16) 

 
 
11th March 1918:  Regiment changed to the 3rd Battalion, Welsh Regiment.   
 
21st June 1918:  Transferred to the 15th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. 
 
4th July 1918:  Arrived in Boulogne.    
 
30th March 1919: Transferred to the 1/5th King’s Own Regiment. 

 
 
 



On 29th October 1917, which is not long into his training, whilst at The Empire Hotel he was 
on a charge for having a dirty rifle whilst on guard duty, and was confined to barracks for 
two days.  
 
On 25th November 1917 he was admitted to hospital in Norwich for 60 days with rheumatic 
fever, rejoining his regiment at Lowestoft on 23rd January 1918, just before his 19th birthday. 
 
Then at Lowestoft on 1st February 1918 he was severely reprimanded for being absent 
without a pass for almost 10 hours.  Finally, at Redcar, he was confined to barracks on 9th 
June 1918 for five days for not complying with orders.  He left for France a month later.  The 
regulation was that men were not supposed to be sent to France until they were 19, so 
William had spent a long time in training, perhaps complicated by his Rheumatic Fever. 

 
On 11th April 1919 he was granted 12 days leave to the UK.  Another 7 days leave to the UK 
was granted on 16th August 1919. 
 
Finally on the 15th September 1919 he was demobilised. 
 
Whilst he obviously survived the war, the only death of a William Shaw born 27th January 
1899 that can find be found is recorded at Heywood Lancashire in Sept 1969.  Is that our 
William? (3). 
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