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    Alfred    Jack  (30) 

 
John (Jack) and Alfred were brothers - the sons of Robert and Emma Simpson (nee 
Bretherton) of 1 Tower Street, Turton.(17)  Both were killed;  one on the Somme and one at 
Ypres. 



John Simpson 

 
John enlisted on 4th September 1914 (14526) in The 7th Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment.(17) He was 19 years old and 5 ft 7 inches tall.(2)  He had been in France in 
December 1915, when he was wounded with a Gun Shot Wound to the right thigh.  He was 
returned to the UK for treatment.  He returned to France on 1st March 1916 and was 
reported missing and was regarded for official purposes to have died on or since 23rd July 
1916 during the Battle of the Somme.  His mother did not know for sure that he was dead 
until early 1917.(2)

 

 
On 20th May 1916 his mother wrote to the Army as follows: 
 
 
“I write in refarance to a returned letter from Front, France.  It as on envelope that as 
returned back:  Front Hospital, 7 Hill.  This returned letter was sent to my son Pte. J.H. 
Simpson, No 14526, C Coy, 7th Battalion, LNL Regt. BEF.  France.  Please could you tell me if 
you have heard enything refering to this son.  If he is in hospital and what is the matter 
with him.  I enclose a stamped envelope for reply back as I am anxiously waiting reply to 
see if you no enything about him.  -Thanking you to oblige – Mrs. E Simpson, 1 Tower 
Street, Turton” 

 
 
A letter to the Officer Commanding 7th Battalion from Infantry Records, Preston, dated:  10th 
February 1917: 
 
 
“I have received a communication from the next of kin of the above mentioned man 
informing me that they have had letters, addressed to him, returned to them with the 
information that he has been missing since 23.07.16.  Will you please inform me if this is 
correct as I have received no notification of same in this office.” 

 
 
John is remembered with honour on the Thiepval Memorial and on the war memorial at St. 
Anne’s, Turton. 
 

Alfred Simpson 

 
Alfred (Service Nos:  6764 and 242968) enlisted in 1915(17) in The 1/5th Battalion (Territorial 
Force) of The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and then went into the Machine Gun Corps.  
He was killed in action on the 31st July 1917 and is remembered on the Ypres (Menin gate) 
Memorial, the war memorial at St. Anne’s, Turton and the 5th Battalion, Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment (Territorials) Memorial in Queen’s Park, Bolton.(1)

 

 
Territorial troops were not obliged to serve overseas, although it was expected, but when 
they agreed to this they signed the “Imperial Service Obligation”.  They were then issued 
with a special badge, known as the "Imperial Service Brooch", to be worn on their right 
breast.  Alfred is wearing his on the left. 



The War Diary of the 5th Battalion, LNL Regiment records the following around that date: 
 
31st July 1917:  5th Army attacked German trench system along the whole of its front at ZER0 
= 3.50 am.  1/5th LNL Regiment attacked German trenches on a front of 350 yards 
penetrating 400 yards beyond enemy third line.  A and B Companies gained the Battalion’s 
first objective, and C and D Companies reached second objective as per programme – 
numerous prisoners being taken  .... Later during the afternoon the German’s counter-
attacked on the front of the 55th Division and our line was withdrawn to the Black Line. - 3 
officers killed, 5 wounded, casualties other ranks 150. 
 

 
(16) 

 
“News has been received by Mr and Mrs Simpson of 1 Tower Street, Turton, that their son 
Alfred has been killed in action.  The information was conveyed by his corporal, a native of 
Great Lever.  At the same time official intimation was received that the War Office 
presumed another son, Jack, to be dead, after being missing since July 1916.  Pte. John 
Horsfield Simpson was 21 years of age, and joined the LNL Regiment in September, 1914.  
He was wounded in December 1915.  Pte. Alfred Simpson was aged 20 and was with the 
Machine Gun Corps after a period with the LNL Regiment.  He enlisted in September 1915.  
 
The lads worked at Messrs. Booth’s and the Edgworth Spinning Co. respectively and were 
scholars of Turton and Edgworth schools, and attended Turton Church.  It is a remarkable 
coincidence that Mrs Simpson’s sister at Leyland has also received almost identical news of 
her two sons.  One was missing in July, 1916 and is now presumed to be dead, whilst the 
second son was killed on July 31st 1917.”(16)

 



Perhaps not such a coincidence – the Commonwealth War Graves website records 6,426 
deaths of UK and Commonwealth soldiers on 31st July 1917.(15)  Day one of the Battle of 
Passchendaele: 
 
“The Battle of Passchendaele, also known as the Third Battle of Ypres, was a campaign of 
the First World War, fought by the Allies against the German Empire.  The battle took place 
on the Western Front, from July to November 1917, for control of the ridges south and east 
of the Belgian city of Ypres in West Flanders, as part of a strategy decided by the Allies at 
conferences in November 1916 and May 1917. Passchendaele lay on the last ridge east of 
Ypres, 5 miles (8.0 km) from a railway junction at Roulers, which was vital to the supply 
system of the German 4th Army”.(18)  Reuter’s news agency reported on Day 1 that casualties 
had been “light”. 
 

 
Family History(1)

 

 
On 17th May 1879 Robert Simpson married Emma Bretherton in Farington.(3)  In 1891 they 
were still living in Farington, near Leyland, Lancashire: 
 
Robert   Father  b:  1861 Buxton  Stone Mason 
Emma   Mother b:  1861 Leyland 
Henry     b:  1880 Farington 
Frederick    b:  1882 Farington 
Elizabeth    b:  1884 Farington 
William    b:  1885 Farington 
Sarah Jane    b:  1890 Farington 
 
In 1901 they were living on Hob Lane and by 1911 they were living at 11 Charlotte Street, 
Chapeltown: 
 
Robert     b:  1893 Leyland Stone Mason’s Labourer 
Thomas    b:  1894 Leyland Side Piecer, Cotton Mill 
John Horsfield   b:  1895(6) Leyland Side Piecer, Cotton Mll 
Alfred     b:  1897(6) Leyland Crealer, Cotton Mil 
Elsie Jane    b:  1900 Beeston 
Alice     b:  1902 Edgworth 
 

 
 
 
Robert Simpson 
 
Robert also enlisted on 13th March 1915 (No. 12727) in the 19th Service BMR (Manchester 
Regiment).  He gave his occupation as Clerk and he was almost 21. (2)
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Thomas Simpson 
 
Thomas also signed up when he was 21 in September 1914 and joined the Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment (16397).  His occupation was Labourer.  He was discharged in October 
1914 as “not likely to become an efficient soldier”.  The reason appears to have been 
something to do with the vision in his right eye.(2)

 

 
After the war had ended their mother received their medals.  John received the 1914-1915 
Star (for soldiers involved in action in France before 31st December 1915), The British War 
Medal, and the Victory Medal.(2)

 

 
Alfred received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.(2)

 

 
 

 
 

Inscription for J H Simpson on the Thiepval Memorial
(19)

 

  

 

The Beardsworth Brothers – Cousins of the Simpson Brothers 
 
The newspaper cutting from the Bolton Evening News refers to Mrs Simpson’s sister having 
received the same news: 
 
“It is a remarkable coincidence that Mrs Simpson’s sister at Leyland has also received almost 
identical news of her two sons. One was missing in July, 1916 and is now presumed to be 
dead, whilst the second son was killed on July 31st 1917.”(16) 
 
Robert Simpson married Emma Bretherton at Farington on 17th May 1879.  Robert was a 
Stonemason and at the time of his marriage was living at Cuerden, near Leyland.  The 
witnesses to the marriage were Thomas and Mary Jane Beardsworth, also of Cuerden.(3) 

 

The large Bretherton family lived at Leyland Moss.  Father William describes himself as a 
“Farmer of 30 acres”.  The 1861 Census shows five sisters, Harriet, Ann, Elizabeth, Jane and 
Emma and five brothers, John, William, Thomas, Henry and Edwin.(1) 



By 1871 the three older sisters are married:  Elizabeth Banister, Harriet Wilson, Ann Platt.  
The website “Great War Dead of Leyland and Farington”(20)  gives information about men 
from the area.  There are no soldiers listed who appear to be connected with these three 
women. 
 
However, the website lists two deceased soldiers with the names Beardsworth who are the 
sons of Thomas and Mary Jane: 
 
Harry Beardsworth, 7887, 7th Company, The Machine Gun Corps – died 1st July 1916 
 
Robert Beardsworth, 27638, 17th Battalion 89th Brigade, 30th Division, The King’s (Liverpool) 
Regiment – died 31st July 1917 
 
From the Chorley Guardian and Leyland Hundred Advertiser Saturday, 1st September 1917:  
 
“Information has been received by Mr Thomas Beardsworth, Clarence Street, Leyland, of the 
death of his two sons:  Privates R and H Beardsworth.   
 
Private R Beardsworth, King’s Liverpool Regiment, joined up on April 25th, 1915. He was 21 
years of age and was invalided home in December 1916 returning again to France in June 
last. He was reported killed in action July 31st. He worked at the Leyland and Birmingham 
Rubber Company. 
 
Private Harry Beardsworth (23) joined the Scottish Rifles November 1st, 1915 and was 
afterwards transferred to the Machine Gun Corps. He was reported wounded and missing on 
1st July 1916 and now presumed dead. He worked at Wood-Milne.  
 
Mr Beardsworth has two other sons serving in the army:  Pte John Beardsworth at present 
wounded and in hospital in France and Pte Thomas Beardsworth in the R.F.C. serving at 
Leeds. (Photographs of both Harry and Robert appear in the ‘Guardian’ of 15th Sept. 1917). 
 
John (Jack) Beardsworth survived, as did Tom who transferred to the RAF in April 1918.  Both 
lived into their 90s and saw their children and grandchildren grow up. 
 
Harry and Robert are both commemorated on the war memorial at St. Ambrose church, Ley-
land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The picture below shows (from left to right) - unknown friend, Tom Beardsworth and his 
brother Robert Beardsworth who died on Day One of the Battle of Passchendaele – the 
same as his cousin Alfred: 
 
 

 
 
 
It is truly appalling that both sisters were told that a son was dead and another presumed 
dead at more or less the same time.    



The 1911 Census confirms that the family of Thomas Beardsworth lived in Clarence Street, 
Leyland and that his wife was Mary Jane.  A marriage is recorded in Chorley in the 3rd 
Quarter of 1877 between Mary Jane Bretherton and Thomas Beardwood.  Thomas and 
Mary’s first child is born in early 1878.  It is most likely that “Beardwood” is a 
mistranscription in the marriage records and that Mary Jane is indeed the sister of Emma 
Simpson and sadly she lost two of her four sons who remained in the UK (two had already 
emigrated to the USA).(1) 
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