
William Singlehurst  
(1894 -) 

 
Family History (1) 

 

William, a labourer at the time of signing on, 25th April 1917 was 22 yrs 2 months old and 
living at 207 Bolton Road, Edgworth with Elizabeth Bentley; described as his Foster Mother.  
 
No further details of either of them seem to be available through the normal search 
methods as the only details come from his military records which show him returning on 
demob to 113 Bolton Road, Edgworth at the age of 27 years.  Elizabeth Bentley seems to 
disappear from the scene! 
 
 

Military History (2) 
 
William according to records signed on 25th April 1917 at Preston with the Army Service 
Corps (Reg No 327714) but later details seem to suggest that this date should have been 
1916. 
 
He is listed as being on home soil from 2nd February 1916 – 29th May 1917 then on the 30th 
May 1917 he sailed on SS HUNSLET to France disembarking at Havre on 31st May 1917 and 
was there until 23rd March 1919.  
 
He seems to have suffered quite a bit of ill health whilst serving; he is listed as suffering 
from influenza whilst in Boulogne 30th Nov 1918 – 9th December 1918 then a repeat 30th 
March 1919 where he spends 39 days in hospital, then being transferred directly to Cherry 
Hinton Military Hospital where he spends a further 15 days hospitalised.  He is eventually 
discharged back to duty 23rd May 1919. (See Ernest Trim biography re influenza). 
 
On 29th Jan 1920 he was examined by Doctors at Chester and discharged from active duty 
and signed a declaration that his disability had nothing to do with his military service.   On 
the 2nd Feb 1920 he was demobilised from active service with a £2 advance and the address 
of 113 Bolton Road,  Edgworth given as the place to send any further monies owing. He was 
awarded the British War and the Victory Medals.  He was only 4’ 9” tall! 
 
William H Singlehurst (Born 1894) is shown on the 1939 Register(36) at 78 Lee Gate Farm, Lee 
Gate, with Annie (born 1884) and Rosehannah (born 1922).  He is still working as a labourer. 
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