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Bertram Dolphin Smedley was born in Edgworth in 1892.  He was the son of Henry Dolphin 
Smedley, a schoolmaster born in Masborough, Yorkshire. He enlisted with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, survived the war and lived until March 1977, age 84(3). 

 
 
 



 
 

War Record 
 
No service record has been found for Bertram however his shoulder title (RAMC) and cap 
badge indicate that he was in the Royal Army Medical Corps. The RAMC of 1914-18 
operated the army's medical units and provided medical detachments for the units of 
infantry, artillery and other arms. The Corps was assisted in its work by voluntary help from 
the British Red Cross, St John's Ambulance, the Friends Ambulance Unit, the Voluntary Aid 
Detachments and hundreds of private and charitable ventures (21). 
 
Bertram does not appear on the Medal Roll, although one B Smedley is listed (51699) who 
was in the RAMC.  This person received the 1914-15 Star, British and Victory Medals.  His 
first name is given as Benjamin, but could this have been a misprint?  There is no other B 
Smedley listed on the Medal Roll who was in the RAMC. 
 
The 1914-15 Star was awarded to anyone in a theatre of war before 31st December 1915.  
From his uniform we can tell that it is likely Bertram joined early in the war. 
 
The standard uniform in August 1914 was the 1902 Pattern Service Dress which included 
two elements – rifle patches on the shoulder and pleats on the pockets.  As the war 
continued demand for uniforms grew.  The “utility” uniform was introduced from the end of 
1914 onwards without the rifle patch and pleats, which simplified manufacture, saved 
material and helped to speed up production.  Bertram is wearing the early version of the 
uniform.(23) 

 

 
Family History 
 
Bertram was born in Edgworth on 5th August 1892 and was baptised on 18th September 
1892 at Edgworth Wesleyan Methodist Church by James Hind(8).  He was the son of Henry 
Dolphin Smedley, a Schoolmaster and Elizabeth Ann Dobson.  Census data indicate the 
following: (1)  
 
Father:  Henry Dolphin  b. 1856  Masborough,Yorkshire  
Mother: Elizabeth Ann  b. 1857  Fallowfield, Manchester 
   
The 1891 and 1911 Census show the Smedleys living at 5 Thomasson Fold.(1)    Bertram’s 
father, Henry was the head master at the Wesleyan school – a mixed school with 280 
children attending (22). 
 
At some point after the war, the family moved to the Midlands where Bertram married Ada 
M. Harris in 1925(3). Probate records show that Bertram’s father died in 1946 leaving his 
effects of £4,102 14s 5d to his son, a Commercial Traveller(4). 
 
Bertram died March, 1977, age 84, at the time he lived in Birmingham. 
 



 
 

 

 
An RAMC stretcher-bearer walking along carring a stretcher over his right shoulder and a 

bag of medical supplies in his left hand.  © IWM (Art.IWM ART 3775))24) 
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