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(30) 

 
Alfred Theckston was the son of John W. Theckston a stripper and grinder and Mary Ellen 
Theckston.  He was born on 11th May 1899.(2)  Mary Ellen was the daughter of Mary 
Isherwood who later became landlady of the Printers’ Arms in Turton.(1) 

 

War Record (2) 
 
Various Military Records found for Alfred Theckston actually name him as Alfred Thickstone 
and Alfred Theckstone, clearly mistakes in the transcription as the address shown on the 
records confirms that it is the same person.  Census records for 1901 and 1911 show the 
name as Theckston. 



He attested on 9th May, 1917 for the duration of the war.  First with the Training Reserve, 
Regimental Number 39692 until he was transferred on 4th April 1918 to 9th Battalion, East 
Surrey Regiment, Regimental Number 26685. 
 
A few misdemeanours are noted in his conduct record in the early months of his service 
including ‘hesitating to comply with an order’ and also ‘being late on early morning patrol’.  
The sheet was completed by the Manchester Regiment of Foot Soldiers and found on 
Ancestry in the Military Records Collection. 
 
He was posted to France and sustained injuries on the field of battle and was hospitalised 
several times between August and November 1918.  Following which he was ordered to 
rejoin the Battalion on the 23rd November that year and did so one day later.  The next entry 
on the Casualty List is dated 30th January, 1919 and simply states ‘To Concentration Camp’.  
This follows, of course, the end of the war. 
 
He was demobbed a week later on 6th February, 1919 and awarded the British War and 
Victory medals 

 

Family History 
 
1901 Census:  (1) 

 
Family living with grandmother at 17 Sandy Bank, Edgworth 
 
Head  Mary Isherwood aged 55   b.  Bolton, 1846 
Son  Henry Isherwood aged 19 cotton mill piecer b.  Edgworth, 1882 
Son-in-law John W.Theckston aged 39 stripper & Grinder   b.  Blackburn, 1862 
Daughter Mary E. Theckston aged 24   b.  Edgworth, 1877 
Grandson ALFRED Theckston aged 1    b.  Edgworth, 1899 
 
1911 Census: 58 Birches Road, Bradshaw (1) 

 
By 1911 Mary Isherwood is landlady of the Printer’s Arms, Turton and her grandson, Alfred 
is the only family member named with her on the 1911 census.  He is now aged 11.  The 
Printer’s in the name of the pub refers to calico printers. 
 
In 1917 when Alfred enlisted, his Military Records show his occupation as Spinner and he 
states that he is single.  No later marriage has been found.  He names his mother as next of 
kin and her address is 39 Bolton Road, Edgworth.  He is described as being 5’ 2½“tall and 
having brown hair, blue eyes.  His health was considered good although he had slightly 
enlarged tonsils! (2)   
 
A death is recorded of an Alfred Theckston in Farnworth, Bolton in 1973.(36) 



 
 

Former Printers’ Arms, now a private house. (10) 
 

 
 

Picture of Alf Theckston in later life (left)(16) 
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