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Family History(1) 

 
In 1901 the family were living at 19 Wellington Road. 
 
Robert Bridge Tomlinson  Joiner   b:   1861, Turton 
Sarah Alice Tomlinson   Wife   b:   1859, Turton 
Gertrude    Muslin Finisher b:   1883, Turton 
Stanley        b:   1891, Bolton 
Robert Hoyle, Boarder  Engraver for  
     Calico printing  b:  1877, Turton 



By 1911, they were still living at the same address, but Gertrude had left to get married and 
Robert was no longer with them.  In 1910 Gertrude had married Albert Horrocks (36) and was 
living at 69 Wellington Road.(2)  The 1911 census also shows that Sarah had five children, of 
whom only two:  Gertrude and Stanley, were still living.  Of course, she was left with only 
one. 
 

War Record(2) 

 
Stanley was born in 1890(36) and attested on 6th December 1915 at Bolton.  He gave his 
occupation as Crofter and was 25 years old and 5’ 5” tall.   (A Crofter was a person who 
worked outside laying out fabrics on a croft to dry).  He was allocated to the Royal Army 
Medical Corps via St. John’s Ambulance.  He joined at the 20th Company of the RAMC at 
Tidworth on 17th December 1915.  Service No:  105655. 
 
He agreed that he would serve overseas in March 1917 and he left Folkestone in April 1917; 
sailing from Marseilles to Salonika on 13th April 1917.  By 29th April he had joined his unit 
and then transferred in August 17 to 50 General Hospital, then to 63 General Hospital.  By 
March 1918 he was with 27 Casualty Cleaning Station having transferred from 84 Field 
Ambulance.   
 

“The Field Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unit (it was not a vehicle), 
manned by troops of the Royal Army Medical Corps. Most Field Ambulances came 
under command of a Division, and each had special responsibility for the care of 
casualties of one of the Brigades of the Division. The theoretical capacity of the Field 
Ambulance was 150 casualties, but in battle many would need to deal with very 
much greater numbers. “(19) 

 
The war in Salonika was a relatively quiet affair, but a final offensive against the Bulgarians 
in 1918 led to disaster for British troops: 
 

“At the beginning of 1918 the Allied troops in Salonika were prepared for a major 
offensive intended to end the war in the Balkans. The Greek Army had been 
reorganised and joined the Allied force. The offensive began in July 1918 but the 
British contingent did not play a significant part until early September. Then the 
British attacked a series of fortified hills. The final assault began along the whole 
front on 15 September 1918; the British being engaged in the Lake Doiran area. This 
battle was really on the 18 and 19 September 1918 and was a disaster for the British 
Divisions. They had to frontally assault 'Pip Ridge' which was a 2000 foot high heavily 
defended mountain ridge with fortresses built on some of the higher mountains, 
notably Grand Couronne....They sustained very heavy casualties.”(20) 

 
A full description of the battle is available at Reference 20.   
 
Having survived this, on his way home on 8th April 1919 Stanley met with a tragic accident:   
 
 
 



The Report on Accidental or Self-Inflicted Injuries states(17) 

 
 “At about 19.50 hours, 8.4.19, Pte Tomlinson got out of the train (No. 107 Demob train ex 
Taranto)  ...  as it stopped outside Chamelet Station.  He attempted to board the train again 
when it was in motion and missed his footing.  The lower part of his body went under the 
wheels and a number of trucks went over him.  The train was stopped and a party went 
back to pick him up.  He was dead” 
 
The above report is interesting in that his Commanding Officer says that he was to blame 
and was not on duty.  Whereas the Brigadier has stated that he was on duty and was not to 
blame.  Maybe there were implications for his family in that decision. 
 
The same Brigadier then writes to his mother – (soldiers always seem to put their mother 
down as next of kin, rather than their father.)  
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Stanley was duly buried in the cemetery at Paray-le-Monial, a town near Dijon.  He is one of 
only two Commonwealth War Grave burials in this cemetery 
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