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Here we have a problem; we are lead to believe that the pictures provided are of brothers 
William (or Bill) and Charles Tootell.  There was a William who lived at 5 Back Charlotte St, 
Chapeltown, who was 13 years of age in the 1911 census. (1) 

 
There was a Charles Edward who lived at 72 High St, Chapeltown but was much older at 34 
years of age in the 1911 Census. (1) 

 
On studying the two pictures, we are all in agreement that the man depicted seems to be 
the same man. He is wearing the cap badge of The Westmorland & Cumberland Yeomanry. 
 
Furthermore there are no military records of service for either Charles or William. .(2) 



The only military record for a William Tootell in The Westmorland & Cumberland Yeomanry 
lived in Burnley and he was killed in action in France in April 1918. (15) A photo of him exists 
in the Burnley memorial records and it is certainly not like the photos we have!(16) 

 
However, a second photograph of William Tootell was discovered in the collection of a local 
resident.(14)  This was clearly labelled William and shows a man who looks a few years older, 
and is wearing the same cap badge of the Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry.  He 
appears now to be an officer as he is wearing a shirt and tie. 
 
 

 
 
 

Family History 

 
In the 1911 Census William is a Cardroom Hand in a cotton spinning mill.  Father John (33) is 
a labourer in the Dye House at the Calico Print Works (Know Mill), born in Bradshaw.  
Mother Betsy (36) was born in Turton.  William only has one sibling, James (5). (1) 

 
It seems that William Tootell was probably born 13 November 1897 and died in Blackburn 
1975(17) – no other births for William Tootell are registered around same time in Bolton(3) 
This would have made William 14 at the end of 1911.  In 1932 William does not appear to be 
living in Edgworth, but Betsy is still living at the family home at 5 Back Charlotte Street. (11) 

 

 



“In the Great War (1914-1918) the yeomanry saw action as Divisional Cavalry at Gallipoli 
and in France with three of Kitchener's Army Divisions. It was reformed as a Corps Cavalry 
Regiment and later attached to Infantry Regiments, including the 7th. Battalion of the 
Border Regiment or, like the 2nd. Line, to a Cyclist Brigade. It was disbanded after the Great 
War.”(18) 
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