
Ernest Walter Trim 
(1890 – 1950) 

 

 
 

 
War Record 
 
Ernest Walter Trim enlisted at Bolton on 17th January, 1915, first serving as a Private with 
the Royal Army Ordnance Corps, 10th Section. (Regimental Number 047739).  He was then 
promoted to Lance Corporal to serve with the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 3rd 
Battalion. (Regimental Number 19427).   
 
His personal description states that he was 5’ 5½” tall weighing 136 lbs with a chest girth of 
37” + 2½” expansion. (2) 

 
It would seem that his regiment was based in Belfast as this was listed as his residence in 
1915 and 1919 according to records found on the Family Search website.(17)  His wife’s 
address is 17 Mount Pleasant, Edgworth. (2)

 

 
He served in France from 1915 – 1918 and was based at the Training Camp of Etaples. The 

troops who had returned from leave or from convalescence would be 'toughened up’ here 

before being returned to the trenches.  It had a reputation for harshness and the treatment 

received by the men there led to the Etaples Mutiny in 1917 
(20)

.  Étaples was also, from a 

later British scientific viewpoint, at the centre of the 1918 flu pandemic. There was a 

mysterious respiratory infection at the military base during the winter of 1915-16 
(21) 

which
 

was thought to be a precursor of the influenza pandemic.   

 

Ernest’s Service Records shows many entries of him with various illnesses and injuries.  He 
was wounded in action in September 1915 and the following article from the Bolton Journal 
dated 15th October, 1915 gives the horrific details. (16)

 

 



     
(16) 

 
He was wounded in action again on 8th July, 1916 injuring his fingers and thumb.  His 
Pension Records show that on Discharge in 1919 he had still not recovered full use of one 
finger and this was not expected to improve in the future.  He was awarded the Victory 
Medal, British War Medal and the 15 Star. (2) 

 

Family History 
 
1911 Census – Ernest is a boarder at 119 Turton Road, Bradshaw (1) 
 
William Danby  59  b:  Northallerton  Photographer 
Mary Elizabeth 59  b:  Bolton 
Robert Stephenson 30  b:  Aberdeen   A married boarder who 
     was a motor engineer at the Calico Print Works 
Ernest Trim  20  b:  Bath, Somerset  a boarder and colour  
     mixer at the Calico Print Works 

 
1891 and 1901 Censuses (1)  
 
Ernest Walter Trim appears on both these censuses as an inmate at Wincanton Union 
Workhouse.  In the 1891 Census he is listed as 10 months old and the name above his is 
Fanny Trim aged 21, a domestic servant.  This is likely to be his unmarried mother.  It is 
unknown what happened to her as she has not been found on later Censuses.  It is possible 
that Ernest had been in the National Children’s Home and Orphanage at Crowthorn and had 
stayed in the village to work at the Calico Print Works. 
 



In the 2nd Quarter of 1914 Ernest married Nellie Lee. (6)  Dora Trim, with the date 24.4.1918 
is mentioned on Pension records for Ernest.  She could be their daughter but no birth record 
has been found. (2) 
 
The 1939 Register shows that Ernest W Trimm and Nellie are living at 11 Mount Pleasant.  
One other person is at the same household, but the record is closed.  This may be their 
daughter Dora who would have been 11.(36)  Ernest is still a colour mixer in the textile 
industry. 
 
On the 19th August, 1950 Ernest died.  He was still living at 11 Mount Pleasant and left 
effects amounting to £227. 3s.10d. to his widow Nellie Trim. (18)  
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