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Robert Walmsley was born in Skelmersdale in 1893. He was the son of Joseph and Eliza Ann 
Walmsley.  Joseph was a Railway Station Master, and in 1911 he and the family were based 
at Hoskar Moss, near Ormskirk.  At some time prior to 1918 Joseph became the Station 
Master at Turton Station with son Robert working as a Railway Clerk at Darwen Railway 
Station.  The family were living in Station House, Turton. 
 
In February 1915 Robert enlisted with the 11th Battalion of the East Lancashire Regiment – 
the Battalion known as the Accrington Pals.  He was promoted to the rank of Corporal and in 
1918 was awarded the Military Medal, having led his men in fierce fighting near the village 
of Ploegsteert in Belgium. (see details below)  
 



Robert is remembered on the War Memorial outside Edgworth Methodist Church. 
 

Family History1,3,5 

 
Census and BMD data show Robert’s immediate family to be: 
 
Father:  Joseph Walmsley b. 1866 Newburgh, Lancs. 
Mother: Eliza Ann Rimmer b. 1867 Wrightington, Lancs. 

(Joseph and Eliza were married in 1886 at Wigan Register Office) 
 

Children: Edith Ann  b. 1888 Preston, Lancs. 
Maggie  b. 1890 Skelmersdale, Lancs. 

 Alice   b. 1893 Skelmersdale, Lancs. 
 Robert   b. 1895 Skelmersdale, Lancs.  
 Florence Mary  b. 1899 Lathom Lancs. 
 Herbert Henry  b. 1903 Lathom Lancs. 
 Frank Norman  b. 1908 Lathom Lancs.

 
In 1891 the family are living at 2 Pandy Lane, Skelmersdale. 
 
The 1901 Census shows the family living at 50 Hoskar Moss Lane, Lathom.  Joseph is a 
Railway Station Master. 
 
The 1911 Census shows the Walmsley family living at Hoskar Moss, near Ormskirk. 
Father Joseph is working as a Railway Station Master. Robert is working as a Railway Clerk. 
This probate record relates to this Joseph Walmsley and indicates that he left the Edgworth 
area:4,32 

 

 

 
 
 
War Record2

 

 
No service record has been found for Robert.  The CWGC Certificate15 of Robert’s death 
reads:15 

 
In Memory of 

Corporal Robert Walmsley 
M M 

29485, "Z" Coy. 11th Bn., East Lancashire Regiment who died on 28 September 1918 Age 24 
Son of Joseph and Eliza A. Walmsley, of Station House, Turton, Bolton 

Remembered with Honour 
Underhill Farm Cemetery 

 



Robert was awarded the Military Medal and the British War and Victory Medals 
 

 
 

 
The 11th East Lancashire Regiment was known as the Accrington Pals and the following 
article details the action in which Robert played a major role and quotes the citation linked 
to the award of his Military Medal. It also notes his subsequent death.20 

 

 
 

 
 
180° panorama looking north-west from the road bridge over the River Warnave. Soyer Farm is the 
red-brick group of buildings to the right.  
 

The fifth and last German offensive of 1918, a two-pronged attack delivered astride Rheims, 
was brought to a halt on 17th July. The tide turned decisively at Amiens on 8th August when 
Australian and Canadian infantry of the British 4th Army, covered by over 500 tanks, drove 
through the German lines to a depth of 6 to 8 miles. Throughout August the Allies gradually 
recovered the ground lost since 21st March, taking 150,000 prisoners, 2,000 field guns and 
13,000 machine guns in the process.  
 
After the success at La Becque, the 11th East Lancashire Regt. (Accrington Pals) remained 
stationed in the vicinity of Aval Wood throughout July and much of August; towards the end 
of this period, patrols succeeded in capturing several enemy posts and advanced the line by 
about 200 yards.  
 
After a spell in Divisional Reserve, 92nd Brigade1 took over the front line between 
Ploegsteert and Nieppe on the night of 3rd/4th September.  
 

http://www.pals.org.uk/aval.htm
http://www.pals.org.uk/pals_e.htm
http://www.pals.org.uk/warnave.htm#notes


At 8.35am on 4th September, patrols from the 10th East Yorkshire Regt. began to push 
towards the River Warnave on a frontage of 2,000 yards. On the right, "B" Company was 
unable to make any headway as enemy machine gun fire swept across the open, flat 
countryside. Despite the absence of any artillery support, some degree of success was 
achieved on the left and centre of the attack where "C" and "D" Companies had advanced 
the front line to around 500 yards east of le Rossignol and Gravier by 11am. A further attack 
was sent in at 3pm but was soon called off in the face of strong enemy opposition.  
The 11th East Lancashires took over the line during the night and at 4.30am on 5th 
September patrols were sent out to probe the enemy's defences in front of the River 
Warnave. By noon, Pontceau and Oosthove Farm had been occupied on the right and in the 
centre while on the left the enemy had been driven out of Riga Farm. Further progress was 
prevented by heavy machine gun fire from the farms and enclosures 400 yards (370m) west 
of Soyer Farm.  

 
The attack was renewed at 5pm under cover of a creeping barrage, the platoon occupying 
Riga Farm having first been withdrawn in order to allow the barrage to move on a north-
south line. "Z" Company attacked on the left with "Y" Company in the centre and "X" 
Company less two platoons on the right. The first waves moved forward as soon as the 
barrage fell. At the same time, heavy enemy machine machine gun fire broke out from the 
right flank. The two platoons of "X" Company encountered thick wire almost immediately 
and lost touch with "Y" Company when mounting casualties brought them to a halt. 
Elsewhere the enemy quickly abandoned their forward positions, making a moderate stand 
200 yards to the rear, especially at Soyer Farm where 10 prisoners and a machine gun were 
taken after coming under enfilade fire from a Lewis gun team commanded by Cpl. Robert 
Walmsley.2 Supported by Lewis gun fire, "Y" and "Z" Companies reached the line of the River 
Warnave by 5.40pm and attempted to consolidate. Sgt. Roger Ireland won the Military 
Medal here, having led his company forward to its objective after all its officers had become 
casualties.3  

http://www.pals.org.uk/warnave.htm#notes
http://www.pals.org.uk/warnave.htm#notes


The gap between "X" and "Y" Companies had not been closed when the enemy swiftly 
counter-attacked up the Pavé Fruet and gradually worked around the right flank of "Y" 
Company killing or capturing the whole of the right platoon. The remainder of "Y" Company 
fell back to the line of the rue Sainte-Marie but there held firm, driving back the enemy with 
Lewis gun and rifle fire. Some 20 prisoners and two machine guns had been captured in the 
day. At least 1 officer and 28 other ranks of the 11th East Lancashires lost their lives; 3 
officers are reported to have been taken prisoner in the battle: 2/Lt. H. D. Walmsley, 2/Lt. J. 
Marshall and 2/Lt. T. C. Atkinson.  
 
As the battalion handed over the line to the 11th East Yorkshire Regt. during the night of 
5th/6th September, Soyer Farm slipped back into enemy hands. The loss of the farm was to 
prove costly, as it held out against repeated attacks by the 11th and 10th East Yorkshires on 
the 6th and 7th.  
 
The East Lancashires occupied the front line on three more days before being withdrawn to 
Divisional reserve north of Hazebrouck on the 13th. The battalion then remained at 
Hazebrouck until the 24th when it was again moved forward in preparation for an attack at 
Ploegsteert Wood.  
 
The Battlefield Today  
 
From the crossroads in Ploegsteert, take the N365 south towards Armentières. After 0.6 
mile, turn right onto the rue de l'Oosthove (Oosthovestraat). Turn right at the T-junction, 
and stop where the road crosses the narrow River Warnave. This is the road along which the 
German counter-attack was directed. The collection of red-brick farm buildings directly to 
the north are on the site of Soyer Farm. A good impression can be had from this point of 
how exposed the battalions of 92nd Brigade would have been been as they advanced across 
this open and flat terrain. Continue over the river and turn right on to the rue Sainte-Marie 
(Sint-Mariastraat) at the next T-junction. It was to the line of the rue Sainte-Marie that the 
11th East Lancashires fell back in the face of the German counter-attack. The road leads 
back to the N365, a short distance south of the Ploegsteert crossroads.  
 

 
Return to the crossroads, and turn left. After 1.5 miles 
(2.5km), a diversion can be made down the narrow lane to 
the left to Oosthove Farm (0.9 mile, 1.5km). On reaching the 
hamlet of Romarin (0.3 mile, 450m), turn left and then 
immediately right. The road passes Pont d'Achelles Military 
Cemetery (0.9 mile, 1.5km) before meeting the D933; 9 men 
of the 11th East Lancashires are buried here, at least 7 of 
them casualties of an unrecorded action on 12th September 
1918. Turn right on to the D933, then immediately left on to 
the D77 to reach Trois Arbres Cemetery (signposted); 10 men 
of the 11th East Lancashires killed on 5th September 1918 are 
buried here.  
 
Left: Trois Arbres Cemetery. 

http://www.pals.org.uk/psteert.htm


 
Notes  

1. 92nd Brigade (31st Division) at this time comprised the 11th East Lancashire Regt., 
10th East Yorkshire Regt. (Hull Commercials) and 11th East Yorkshire Regt. (Hull 
Tradesmen)  

 
2. Cpl. Walmsley, a 24-year-old railway clerk from Turton, was awarded the Military 

Medal for this action; the citation reads:  
 

"During the operations on Sept. 5th, 1918, south of Ploegsteert, this N.C.O., by 
showing great initiative, worked round an occupied farm with his Lewis gun team, 
and by getting enfilade fire on the enemy, considerably assisted in the capture of 
the objective. He cleared a way for the advance of the left flank, which was 
temporarily held up. After reaching the objective he took forward his gun team to 
cover the work of consolidation, successfully dealing with several enemy snipers." 
29485 
 
Cpl. Robert Walmsley was killed in action little more than three weeks later at 
Ploegsteert Wood, and lies buried in Underhill Farm Cemetery.     
 
From the Bolton Journal and Guardian, 4th October 1918 
 
“Enlisting in February 1915, he has been two years in France.  He is on the Roll of 
Honour at the Edgworth Wesleyan Chapel and School.  This makes the third 
Military Medal gained by soldiers from the district, to which are to be added two 
DCMs.” 
 

© Andrew C Jackson 2001-2002 

Compiled from TNA documents WO95/2343, WO95/2356, WO95/2357, "The History of the East Lancashire 
Regiment in the Great War" edited by Major General Sir N. Nicholson, "The East Yorkshire Regiment in the 
Great War" by Everard Wyrall, "List of British Officers taken prisoner in the various Theatres of War between 
August 1914 and November 1918", compiled by Cox and Co., 1919, and with the kind help of David Ingham 
and Ryan Walmsley.  
This extract is included with the kind permission of Andrew Jackson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Robert is remembered on the splendid Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway memorial situated 
at Victoria Station in Manchester: 
 
 

 
 
 
He is also remembered on Lathom and Burscough War Memorial: 
 

 
 
WW1 tablet St John’s Parish Church, Burscough 
Edgworth Methodist Church war memorial 
And the family grave at St. John the Baptist, Burscough (information from Paul 
Charlesworth) 
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Researcher:    Alan Woodward 
 
Standard References:   1,3,5,15,30 
 
Additional References:  20  http://www.pals.org.uk/warnave.htm 


