
WARHURST 
 Albert, James & William 

These photos and the names attached are taken from the collection of photos of Edgworth 
men who served in WW1 displayed in The Barlow, Edgworth.30 (There is now some doubt 
regarding the accuracy of the naming as explained below.) 

 

 
 

Albert Warhurst 
(Billy?)

 
 

Billy Warhurst 
(Albert?)



 
 

Jim Warhurst

Census records1 indicate that there was only one family of Warhursts living in Edgworth at 
the beginning of the 20th century and that these three men were the sons of John George 
Warhurst, (born in Mottram, Cheshire in about 1861) and Annie Wilson (born in Slaidburn, 
Yorkshire in 1867). The couple were married at St Mary’s Church, Whalley, Lancashire in 
1887,5 and two of their sons were born in Whalley, viz. William, born 1888 and James born 
1897.1 The family must have moved to Edgworth soon after James’ birth as Albert was born 
there in 1899, and the 1901 census return show them living at 457 Blackburn Road, 
Edgworth, with father John working as a machine operator in the local Calico Print Works.1 
John died in 1905, aged 45.5 

The birth dates of the three sons, perhaps suggests that names on the photos of Albert and 
Biily should be switched. (Other examples of incorrect naming have been found.) 
In 1911, the family are still at 457, Blackburn Road. William is working as a Railway Clerk and 
James and a boarder named Fredrick Weeks (from Paddington, London) are labourers at the 
Calico Print Works. Albert is at school – presumably at Hob Lane School.1 

No war records or casualty records have been found for any of the men. The belt on the 
uniform in the photo labelled ‘Albert’ is that of the Grenadier Guards, but that information 
has not provided any further leads.

A search of the National Archives database found the following document which is held at 
the Bolton Museum Archive: 



 

 
31 

 
 



The following probate record confirms the date of death of John George Warhurst:4,32 

 
as does the record of the family grave at St Anne’s Church, Turton:35 

 
Warhurst, Albert – d. 25.9.1959 age:61 bur. 29.9.1959 A1250 – Old Ground Left R10 
Warhurst, Annie – d. 5.12.1948 age:82 bur. 8.12.1948 A867 – Old Ground Left R10 
Warhurst, Jane – d. 17.12.1984 age:86 (ashes buried) 28.12.1984 B258 – Old Ground 

Left R10 
Warhurst, John George – d. 12.11.1905 age:45 bur. 15.11.1905 – Old Ground Left 

R10 
 
Albert Warhurst had married Jane Sharples at St Anne’s in 19205 and on Albert’s death, probate was 
awarded to Jane:4,32 

 

 
 
William Warhurst almost certainly married Margaret Holden at St Anne’s in 19195 and on his death 
probate was awarded as follows:4,32 

 

 
 
A Margaret Holden died in Bolton in 1953, aged 59 and the following births were registered in 
Bolton to a mother whose maiden-name was Holden:5 

 
Elizabeth Warhurst, born 1919   and  Alan Warhurst , born 1927. 
 
No further records have been linked to James Warhurst. 
 
 
 
Researcher:   Alan Woodward 
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