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William Henry Waring 
 
William Henry Waring  (known as Billy) was born in Turton in 1892.  He was the son of James 
and Mary Hannah Waring(1). He enlisted with the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and 
survived the war, living to 62 years old.  Billy’s brother, James also served and enlisted with 
the Royal Engineers. 



 
 

War Record(2) 

 
No service record was found for Billy but know that he served with the Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment from his cap badge.  He is wearing an early issue uniform and cap with 
a stiffener (also early issue).  This suggests the photograph is taken before he has been in 
action and that he is not a conscript.  He also has a fob watch in his left pocket, which he 
would have quickly found was not practical in the trenches.  A wrist watch was a better 
option. 
 
Billy’s brother James enlisted with the Royal Engineers, his service number was 352694. At 
the time of his enlistment on 3rd December 1915 he was living at 8 Martin Street with his 
wife Elizabeth Ellen and three children(2).       
 
He was posted on 19th April 1918 as a Pioneer for the Royal Engineers, a Pioneer was a 
soldier employed to perform engineering and construction tasks. Prior to and during the 
First World War, Pioneers were often engaged in the construction and repair of military 
railways.  
 

Family History(1) 

 
Billy was born at High Street, Turton in 1892; he was the son of James Waring, born in 
Charlotte Street, Turton and a Fire Man at the Bleach & Dye Works.  His mother was Mary 
Hannah Brown, born in Back Foundry Street in Bolton.  At the time of the 1911 census, Billy 
was a clerk at the Bleach & Dye Works and James, a Mason’s Labourer also at the Bleach & 
Dye Works. The 1911 Census indicates the following: (1)  
 
Father: James    b. 1860 Charlotte Street, Turton 
Mother: Mary Hannah    b. 1866 Back Foundry Street, Bolton 
 
Siblings: James    b. 1890 36 Clifton Street, Bolton 
  Fred    b. 1894 High Street, Turton 
  Stanley    b. 1896 High Street, Turton 
  Elizabeth   b. 1900 High Street, Turton 
  
The 1901 and 1911 Census show the Warings living at 60 High Street, Turton.(1)  

 
Billy died on 9th January 1954 whilst living at 194 Walkden Road, Worsley leaving his effects 
of £1,607 13s to his widow Alice(4). 
 
Billy’s brother, James died on 4th July 1960 at Bolton Royal Infirmary, he was living at 8 
Martin Street at the time and left his effects of £1,321 16s to Marion Ellen Davies(4). 

 
Although Fred and Stanley would have been of the correct age to be involved in the war, 
there are no service records to confirm this. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
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Billy was a keen footballer and played with the Hob Lane Football Team. The picture below 
was taken in 1920-21 and appeared in the Edgworth Gazette on 24 May 1985.  It shows Billy 
(Back row, fourth from the left) with the other members of the football team.  The 
biographies for many of these men are in this collection. (23). 
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