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Family History1,3,5 

 
Orrel Whitehead was born on the 12th February 1878, the son of Joseph Whitehead and 
Alice Kay. Joseph and Alice were married at St. Peter, Bolton in 1871. Orrel was only 2 years 
old when his mother died, and it seems probable that his father got into trouble at around 
that time. The 1881 Census has a return for a Joseph Whitehead in prison in Knutsford, 
Cheshire. (Although the return says that this Joseph was born in Edgworth, Cheshire, it gives 
his trade as a wheelwright, which is correct for Orrel’s father.) In 1891 Joseph is listed at the 
end of the Edgworth entries as a widower and a vagrant of no fixed abode. Joseph died in 
1900. 



 
 

No record has been found for Orrel in 1881, but in 1891, 1901 and 1911, Orrel is living with 
his aunt Alice and her husband Thomas Martin. Orrel’s siblings were similarly fostered as 
shown in the following family tree. 

 
 

James Whitehead  Mary Orrell 
b. 1823    b.1827 

     
     
Joseph  Dorothy          James       Alice Mary  Betsey  Thomas 
b.1850  b. 1851           b.1852       b. 1854 b. 1856  b. 1858  b. 1863 
 
 

Joseph Whitehead  Alice Kay 
    (1848-1880) 

 
Thomas    Robert    ORREL   Mary Ann 
b. 1871    b. 1873    b. 1878   b. 1879 
 

Thomas Whitehead  Sarah J Boardman 
(1863-1919)   (1864-1945) 

 
Peter J               JOHN                   Mary    

b. 1897                    b.1899        b.1900 
 

 

-------------- Orrel Whitehead lived with his aunt Alice and her husband Thomas Martin in 
Bury Road, Edgworth, following his mother’s death (1891 Census). 

------------- Thomas and Mary Ann were living with grandparents James and Mary after 
their mother’s death (1881 Census) 

-------------- Robert was living with his aunt Mary and her husband Thomas Hutchinson 
after his mother’s death (1891 Census) 

 
The register for Edgworth Wesleyan School shows that Orrel enrolled there on the 10th June 
1884, i.e. at age 6.34 His address is recorded as Wickenley Hill and his guardian as Thomas 
Kay, farmer. This is Orrel’s maternal grandfather. The 1871 census return shows Orrel’s 
parents, Joseph and Alice living in one of two houses listed as Wickenlow Farm, Edgworth. In 
the adjacent house are farmer Thomas Kay and his wife Ann. In 1901 Orrel and his aunt and 
uncle were living in The White Horse, Edgworth. His Uncle Thomas Martin was the publican 
as well as running a building contractor company. Orrel worked as a barman. 
In1911, they are in Park View, Edgworth. Thomas is running his building company and Orrel 
is one of his labourers. 
Incidentally, the following information was found for Orrel’s uncles, Thomas and James 
Whitehead. 
Thomas Whitehead, died on 19th November 1919, he was living at 3 Blackburn Road 
Edgworth and he left £1504 8s 10d – probate being awarded to his widow Sarah Jane.4 

When James Whitehead died 25th January 1922 he was also living at 3 Blackburn Road, 
Edgworth and left £1792 2s 9d – probate being awarded to Peter James and John 
Whitehead butchers.4   The 1901 Census shows Thomas and his Brother James as butchers 



 
 

and the 1911 Census Summary Books has the J & T Whitehead shop at 1 Blackburn Road, 
with J Whitehead also living at 3 Blackburn Road. 1 & 3 Blackburn Road is the site of the 
present-day Whitehead Butchers. In 1901 Peter James (son of Thomas and aged 3) was 
living/staying with aunt Mary Whitehead (now married to John Bowling)and cousin Robert 
Whitehead (aged 28 and a Butcher!!) at the Cross Guns Inn Egerton 
 

War Record2 

 
Orrel enlisted on the 9th December 1915 in Bolton and was appointed to the 17th Reserve 
Battalion Cheshire Regiment on 28th April 1916 in Preston (regiment no. 17/30944). Orrel is 
described as 39 and 9 months old, 5ft 4.75in tall with a 37.5 in chest and weight 148 lbs. His 
occupation is a Joiner’s Assistant and his next-of-kin is  given as aunt Alice Martin of 293 
Park View, Edgworth. Below is a supporting letter from his uncle and A.N.Other 
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On 2nd May 1916 he was posted to the 19th  (Labour) Battalion Cheshire Regiment (regiment 
no. 39631) and transferred to France on 27th of that month.  
 
Orrel was accidentally killed on the 22th August 1916. 
 
 On the 23rd August a Court of Enquiry was held at the ‘Headqurters High Street Meaulte’. 
(Meaulte is a village in the Department of the Somme, immediately south of Albert.) In 
charge was the commanding officer of the 19th Battalion The Cheshire Regiment, Lt.-Col. H 
Bryan. Three witnesses were called. The first, No. 39497 Corporal Simpson’s statement 
reads as follows: 
 
On the morning of August 22nd 1916 about 7.45 a.m. I was in command of No.16 Platoon ‘D’ 
Company 19th Battalion The Cheshire Regiment to which deceased belonged and which was 
proceeding from camp at Meaulte to Fricourt where they were employed constructing a 
Military Railway. We were marching along the new Railway track which lies alongside the 
???? Metre Guage (sic) Railway and when about 200 yards after crossing the Becordel-
Fricourt Road I heard a train coming behind us on the Metre Guage Railway and as a 
precaution gave the order to my Platoon to keep to the left i.e. the side further away from 
the latter line. My Platoon was marching clear of the track when just as the train overtook us 
Private Whitehead for some unknown reason stepped out of the ranks on to the Metre 
Guage Railway and was instantly knocked down by the engine. I heard no whistle sounded. 
The Engine Driver immediately put on the brakes but the engine and two waggons had 
passed over Private Whitehead completely severing one leg at the thigh and inflicting a 
severe wound at the back of the head. I assisted the stretcher bearers to carry him to the 
Field Hospital at Becordel and handed him over to the Medical Officer in Charge who 
informed me that he had died before reaching there. I have known the deceased since he 
joined the Battalion about three months ago and am of the opinion that it was a pure 
accident. 
 
The other two witnesses corroborated this account and the Court concluded that ‘the man  
met his death by misadventure’. 
 
Four years later, in 1920, Orrel’s aunt Alice was asked to complete the following form, which 
now helps to confirm the family tree for Orrel which was given above. 
 
The memorial scroll and plaque were sent to Orrel’s brother Robert. 
Orrel Whitehead was awarded the British War and Victory medals. 
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The following photo was taken by Lesley Westhead at the Dartmoor Cemetery. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Researcher:   Alan Woodward 
 
Standard References:  1,2,3,5,15,30,31,34 


