
 
 

Frank Pilling Ford Barlow 
(1895 – 1915) 

 
Frank Barlow stated that he was born at “Eaton Park”, Lancashire on the 30th June 1895.(39) 
This was Heaton Park, Prestwich, Manchester.  Frank’s birth is recorded under the name 
Frank Pilling Ford in the England and Wales Birth Index (Q3)(3) 

 
There is also a birth registered for Peter Pilling Ford (Barlow) (born Q1 1894)(3) (most likely 
his brother) who lived “Behind Heaton Park Post Office on Rooden Lane” and who died aged 
13 months.(33) He was buried at St. Mary, Prestwich and as we can see, something has been 
crossed out - probably “Son of ...”.  Other records on the same page show the relationship 
of the deceased in this way. 
 

 
 
 
Frank cannot be found on the 1901 UK Census.   
 
On the 18th March 1909 at the age of 14, Frank got on board the ship Canada, with a party 
from the National Children’s Home and Orphanage and sailed to the port of Halifax, his final 
destination was Hamilton, Ontario. (40)     
 
At 19 years old Frank was working as a farmer but he enlisted in the army on the 22nd 
September 1914.  He was 5’9” tall, with blue eyes and fair hair, with a scar on his left hand.  
His religion was noted as Salvation Army.  He became a Private in the 1st Battalion, Canadian 
Infantry (Service Number 6652).  His unit was the 25th Regiment (St. Thomas) which sailed 
on 3rd October 1914.  However on the 29th May 1915 Frank was reported missing in action 
near Givenchy and a year later on the 28th April 1916 he was presumed dead. (39) 

 
Frank’s next of kin was Mrs D Vale (Vail or Vaile) of Box 297, Waterloo, Ontario.  She was 
listed as a “friend”. (39) 

 
The 1911 Canadian Census(41) shows Dora May and George W Vale in Waterloo, with their 
family of six children and a son in law.  The entire family were born in England and arrived in 
Canada in 1903.  Dora’s son, William James (B: 1899 in Leeds) also served. 
 
On his death, probate in Frank’s affairs was granted to Emma Jane Scholes (Wife of William 
Henry Scholes). 
 



 
 

 
(4, 32) 

 
It appears that Emma Jane was Frank’s mother.   
 

Frank’s Family History 
 
A birth is recorded for Emma Jane Barlow in Q4 of 1878 in Heaton.  She appears on the 1881 
UK Census and was the daughter of Nathan and Margaret.(1) On the 1891 Census she is living 
at the back of No. 31, Rooden Lane. 
 
Nathan died in 1892(3) and Margaret in 1897(3).  The births for Peter Pilling Ford and Frank 
Pilling Ford were 1894 and 1895, after the death of her father.  This would mean that Peter 
was born shortly after Emma Jane’s 15th birthday and Frank after her 16th birthday.  There is 
no record of her being married at this stage. 
 
However, there is a possible father recorded in the 1871 UK Census(3).  He was also named 
Peter Pilling Ford, born in 1860 and lived on Rooden Lane.  He was the son of Robert and 
Catherine, a Laundress.  Emma’s mother was also a Laundress.  He was 18 years older than 
Emma and dies in 1901.(3) 

 
In 1897 a marriage is recorded between Emma Jane Barlow and William Henry Scholes.(3) 
William does not appear on the 1901 UK Census and a possible record for Emma Jane shows 
her working as a servant at a hotel in Ducie Street, Central Manchester.  There is no record 
of Frank’s whereabouts.(1) 

 
Emma Jane Scholes is recorded in the 1911 UK Census living with William Henry in Newton 
Heath and with four children.(1)  What happened to Frank between his birth and his 
departure for Canada is unknown. 
 
A map of Rooden Lane in 1907 can be found at this link:  
http://www.rootschat.com/forum/index.php?topic=111973.0 
 
The Wesleyan Methodist church is clearly shown and shows the link between the area and 
the Children’s home. 
 
He is remembered on the war memorial at the Wesleyan Methodist Church, Bolton Road, 
Edgworth, Lancashire under the heading “NCHO”.   
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