
Frederick W Birch 
(1894 – 1915) 

 
 
On the 8th October 1910 at the age of 16 Frederick sailed on the White Star Line vessel 
Dominion from Liverpool to Quebec, with a party from the National Children’s Home and 
Orphanage, led by Rev. Dr. Stephenson, arriving 9 days later on the 17th October 1910.(40)  

His final destination was Hamilton, Ontario. 
 
Frederick Birch was born on the 7th September 1894 (40) in Croydon, Surrey. His mother was 
Lizzie Birch.(40) 

 
The 1911 Canadian Census shows a possible location for Frederick as Fredric Burch, a 
servant in the household of William Clark in Walpole, Haldimand, Ontario.  This states that 
he was born in May 1895 and had come from England in 1911, so the dates do not tie up 
with the official records, but the dates could easily be wrong as it is likely that Frederick was 
unsure of his birthdate.(41) 

 
While living in Canada Frederick started working as a farmer, however on the 22nd 
September 1914 in Valcartier, Quebec at the age of 20 he enlisted in the army where he 
became part of the 4th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Service Number 11060).  He was 5’ 3” 
with a dark brown complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  His stated his religion was 
Wesleyan and his unit sailed on 3rd October 1914.(39) 

 
In his military file, Frederick notes Elizabeth “Lizzie” Birch as his mother, living at Farnham, 
Quebec. 
 
Unfortunately, Frederick didn’t survive the war. He was reported missing on the 23rd April 
1915 and the Circumstances of Death Register states that he died advancing in an attack 
and was hit by an enemy shell near Pilckem Village.  He was 21.(40) 
 
F W Birch is remembered on the war memorial at the Wesleyan Methodist Church, Bolton 
Road, Edgworth and on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres. 
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