
James Thomas Taylor 
(1895 – 1916) 

 
The name JT Taylor is recorded on the war memorial at the Methodist Church, Bolton Road, 
Edgworth. 
 
James Taylor sailed on the 9th March 1911 from Liverpool on the ship Dominion at the age of 
16. He arrived at the port of Halifax on the 19th March 1911 with his final destination being 
Hamilton, Ontario.   His date of birth was shown as 15th January 1895.(40) 

 

The 1911 Canadian census records Thomas Taylor as a domestic in the household of Paulia 
and David Woolley of Avon Village, Elgin East, Ontario.(41) 

 
James was born in Rochdale in 1895 to Harriet born in Madeley, Shropshire, 1874 and 
Thomas Edward Taylor born in Rochdale, 1874(1) but when war broke out he was living in 
Springfield, Ontario and working as a farmer.   
 
James enlisted on the 24th November 1915 in Springfield, Ontario but lied or was unsure 
about his age claiming he was born on the 15th January 1894 which puts him at age 21, but 
the records show he was actually 20.(3) A Methodist; he had blue eyes, a fair complexion and 
brown hair but he was only 5’4”.   Additional notes show that he may have suffered from 
poor eyesight.  (Service number 189568).  He went into the 1st Battalion Canadian 
Infantry.(39) 

 
James was killed in action on 22nd September 1916.  His body was not recovered for burial.  
Although his next of kin was noted as Harriet Taylor, his mother, who lived at 6 Caldershaw 
Lane, Spotland, his grave registration document was sent to Miss May Cavanagh of 223 
Rooley Moor Road, Rochdale.(15,39) 
 

Family History 
 
Thomas Edward Taylor and Harriet Wall married Q3 Rochdale 1894.(3)  However, by 1911 
Harriet is living at 6 Thompson Street, Rochdale and although she shows her status as 
Married, there is no sign of Thomas her husband.  She is working as a Charwoman.  Other 
people living in the property are: 
 
Mary Ann Wall, born Madley (Madeley), 1883 – her niece 
Clara Moore – a boarder; born 1875, Rochdale – a Slubber. 
 
Harriet states she has had three children of whom only one, James, is still living.(1) 

 
No further definite information has been discovered regarding Thomas or Harriet, although 
there is a death recorded in Rochdale of a Harriet Taylor in 1960. (3) 
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