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War Record 
 
Clarence was in the Royal Flying Corps (6969) and rose to the rank of Serjeant.  He attested 
on 15th July 1915 and although no home address is shown, he states that he had lived at The 
National Children’s Home in Edgworth.  He was nearly 19 and his occupation is shown as 
“clerk”.(20)(2)  He was promoted to Corporal on 1st September 1916 and was graded a First 
Class pilot on 28th February 1917 at which time he was also promoted to Serjeant.  Five 
months later on 19th May 1917, he was reported as missing and presumed dead.  He was 5’ 
4.5”, 114 lbs, fresh complexion with brown eyes and hair.(2) 



 

Family History 

 
Clarence Abrahams was born on 8th November 1897(19) in Bletchley and in 1901, aged 3, was 
living in Duncombe Street, Fenney Stratford, Newport Pagnell.   He was the son of Henry, 
30, farm labourer, born in Bedfordshire and Elizabeth Rhyna (nee Bowler), 24, born in 
Rugby.(1)  He had a sister, Grace C Abraham(s), who was born in 1905.(1) 

 
By 1911 Clarence was living at the National Children’s Home in Edgworth, which took in 
orphans and children whose parents were destitute.(1)  So how did he come to be in  
Edgworth?  It appears that father Henry Abraham(s) died in 1906 in Newport Pagnell(3) and 
in 1908 mother Elizabeth remarries.(18)  By a process of elmination she seems to have 
married James Robert Taunt.  However, by the time of the 1911 census James Taunt is 
shown as living in Kettering and is a widower.(1)  There is no sign of Elizabeth in the records.  
It is therefore assumed that she died shortly after remarrying and this accounts for 
Clarence’s presence in Edgworth.  His sister Grace C Abraham(s) is shown on the 1911 
census, age 6, living with her maternal grandparents, John and Isabel Bowler in Bletchley.(1) 

 

The Royal Flying Corps 
 
“The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) was the over-land air arm of the British military during most of 
the First World War. During the early part of the war, the RFC's responsibilities were centred 
on support of the British Army, via artillery co-operation and photographic reconnaissance. 
This work gradually led RFC pilots into aerial battles with German pilots and later in the war 
included the strafing of enemy infantry and emplacements, the bombing of German military 
airfields and later the strategic bombing of German industrial and transportation facilities. 
 
On 1 April 1918, the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Squadron were 
amalgamated to form a new service, the Royal Air Force (RAF). The RAF was under the 
control of the new Air Ministry. After starting in 1914 with some 2,073 personnel, by the 
start of 1919 the RAF had 4,000 combat aircraft and 114,000 personnel.”(7)  The following 
card shows when Clarence received his air certificate. (19) 
 

 



 

Copy of the records of the Great Britain Royal Aero Club showing the date that aviators 
received their air certificates.  Clarence is top right, dated 3rd February 1917.(19) 

 

 
 
 

Of the four men shown above, three died in action:  Henry Russell Child (23) died on 27th 
March 1918 and Louis John Bailey (24) died on 17th June 1917.  Clarence Abrahams (20) died 
on 19th May 1917.  Clive Beverley Glynn seems to have survived.(15) 
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He was buried by “the enemy” but the grave was lost in subsequent battles.(15)  He is also 
remembered on the war memorial in the Wesleyan Methodist Churyard, Bolton Road, 
Edgworth. He received the Victory and British War Medals.(20)  His next of kin was shown as 
his sister, Grace, still living in Bletchley.(19). 
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