
  
  

Raja Warburton 
(1891 -1925) 

 
 
Raja Warburton was born in the last quarter of 1891, his birth being registered in Bolton.  
His rather exotic name means an Indian King or Prince (10). There could be a more down to 
earth reason for his name which relates to his family.   
 
Raja was the son of George and Mary Warburton and lived at Middle Barn Farm, Edgworth 
where his father managed his own farm. Three of their children did not survive early 
childhood but those who did were:- 
 

o Elizabeth Gladys            born 1887 
o Margaret Jane               born 1892 
o George Lewis                born 1894 
o Norah Scott                   born 1898 

 
The 1901 census listed Raja’s parents and siblings but he was not recorded and he cannot be 
found in any census for that year.  He was listed on the 1911 census, at Middle Bern Farm, 
as a contracted labourer in a stone quarry (1). 
 

 
War Record 
 
Raja Warburton’s war record has survived but as with many others the writing is very faint 
in places. He enlisted for war service 2nd January 1915 at Bury.  His occupation was now 
Farmer. He was mobilised at Preston, 11th January 1915 into the Royal Field Artillery. His 
height was 5 feet 93/4 inches, he weighed 144 pounds and he had a mole on his left cheek. 
His regimental number was 66943 and he was posted to D/110 Brigade (2).  
 
The 110 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, served with 25th Division. The Division was formed in 
September 1914 as part of Kitchener's Third New Army. The Division assembled in the 
Salisbury area and the early days were somewhat chaotic as there were few trained officers 
to command the new recruits, no organised billets or equipment.  The Division moved to 
Aldershot in May 1915 and were inspected by Lord Kitchener, 12th August 1915 (11). 
 
During this time Raja’s unit was changed to DC 113 Brigade; this was a Howitzer Brigade and 
Ammunition Column. The batteries were all armed with 4.5 inch howitzers which had to be 
transported by horses.  Raja was appointed Shoeing Smith 21 August 1915 (2).  
 
Each Artillery Brigade had one Farrier Sergeant and he had four Shoeing Smiths; one a 
Corporal, under his command.  A Shoeing Smith made horse shoes and the farrier fitted 
them (11).    



  
  

Some of the  Shoeing Smiths had to pass a two year cold shoeing course as horses could 
needed shoeing without the benefit of a forge.  The cold shoes were carried ‘ready-made’ 
but would need slight adjustments for individual horses.  Farriers had to shoe horses 
regularly and no animal was supposed to go over a month without shoeing (12). 
 
The importance of the role of a Shoeing Smith cannot be underestimated considering the 
huge part horses played in the First World War and the need to keep those horses well shod 
and cared for. 
 

“For the want of a nail the shoe was lost, 
For the want of a shoe the horse was lost, 
For the want of a horse the rider was lost, 
For the want of a rider the battle was lost, 

For the want of a battle the kingdom was lost, 
And all for the want of a horseshoe-nail.”(13) 

 
 
The Division left for France between 25th and 30th September 1915, Raja was with the first 
group and left on the first day, 25th September.  The Division was then concentrated in the 
Nieppe area and their first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in 
May 1916.  They then moved to The Somme in the third week of July and joined the Battle 
just after the main attack. (11). 
 
In December 1916 Raja returned to Base for reorganisation.  He returned to the Field 17th 
February 1917 with the 6th Division Ammunition Column and was granted Proficiency Pay 
Class One at 6d. per ? the text here is illegible. 
 
He was granted Home Leave with allowances between 30th July and 9th August 1917. 
Precious time would have been spent travelling to and from Edgworth.  At the end of 
September 1917 Raja was admitted to hospital for treatment of a common ailment.  He was 
discharged to reinforce Havre, 1st December, then transferred to the 7th Division Divisional 
Ammunition Column and posted to Italy, 15th January 1918.  He had his Proficiency Pay of 
6d restored on 12th March, as this had been lost when Raja was not on active service.  
During his time in Italy Raja was admitted to hospital three times; at least once with 
diarrhoea (2). 
 
The 7th Division was one of five British formations selected to be moved to Italy. This was a 
strategic and political move agreed by the British Government at the request of the Allied 
Supreme War Council, as an effort to stiffen Italian resistance to enemy attack after a recent 
disaster at Caporetto.  Many diaries at this time, by men who had witnessed slaughter in the 
floods of Passchendaele, talk of the move and Italy as being “like another world”.   
 
Alfred Finnigan, a gunner with the Royal Field Artillery and the longest-lived British veteran 
to have served in Italy remembered “the absolute joy of seeing the Mediterranean and the 
sun in December.”   
 



  
  

Another soldier recorded:  “The men crowded to the doors of the wagons and watched the 
moving panorama with astonished eyes and inhaled the warm breezes”.(14) 

 

 

 
 

Two gunners of the Royal Field Artillery driving a donkey cart 
© IWM (Q 26541) 

 
Much work was done preparing to move into the mountainous area of the Brenta, but 
eventually the Division was instead moved to the line along the River Piave, taking up 
positions in late January 1918.  In October 1918 the Division played a central role in crossing 
the Piave, the Battle of Vittoria Veneto and the eventual defeat of Austria-Hungary (11). 
 
While he was still in Italy, leave of fifteen days was granted, 2nd February 1919 and Raja 
returned to England and after his leave reported to Woolwich, 19th February and was 
posted to 19th Reserve Battery.  Five days later he was despatched to Heaton Park Dispersal 
Centre where he was demobbed and an Identity Certificate was issued granting twenty 
eight days leave.   Raja received the 1914-15 Star, the Victory and the British War Medals (2). 
 
On demob his health was said to be A1.  Unfortunately, with his medical history and the lack 
of effective treatments at the time, he was probably not as healthy as he seemed.  He did 
not survive for long following his return to Edgworth, his death being registered at 
Harwood, Quarter 1, 1925 (3).  His full medical history can be viewed on his service record at 
www.ancestry.co.uk. 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


  
  

 
Royal Artillery Gunners watering their horses in the river – Italy 1918 
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Family History 
 
Raja’s father, George Warburton was born in 1857, the son of Jonathan Warburton, a 
farmer (1), and Elizabeth Scott.  The family originated in Harwood, Lancashire.  Jonathan had 
been married previously and widowed (his first wife was Ann Booth (3)) and the couple had 
seven children.  Their youngest son was named Roger Warburton who became a blacksmith 
(1). 
 
George, a labourer of Harwood, married Mary Wozencroft, 12th July 1880 at St. Peter’s 
Church, Bolton.   Mary had been born in Rhayader, Radnorshire, mid-Wales in 1859, the 
daughter of George Wozencroft and Margaret Lewis.  George was a shoemaker.  Mary had a 
sister, Maggie (1) who was a witness at the wedding.  Both sisters signed the marriage 
register and George made his mark.  Before she married Mary was living at 104, Chorley 
New Road (3).  Maggie was working as a housemaid in Cheshire at the time of the 1881 
census (1). Mary Wozencroft had also probably moved to Lancashire to work and then 
married. 
 
 



  
  

(3) 

 
When Raja was born in 1891, and his birth was registered in Bolton, a possible explanation 
for his rather unusual name could be that his mother travelled to Bolton to register his birth 
and Raja was intended to be named after his father’s half-brother, Roger, but the Registrar 
misheard Mary Warbuton with her Welsh accent and so Roger became Raja and once the 
name was registered that was that.  Of course, his name may have always been intended to 
be Raja.  
 
George Warburton died in 1922 
 

(4) 

Mary died in 1927 at the home of her daughter, Norah Scott, who had married Jerry 
Newbold.  

(4) 

Raja’s sister, Margaret Jane, married Richard James Haworth in 1908 at St. Anne’s Church, 
Turton (3).   Richard was the elder brother of Fred Haworth of Longworth Bank who was killed 
in 1917, see separate biography. 
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